Infant Baptisms
Anyone having a baby baptized must be a member of St. Agnes Parish or have a letter from your current parish giving us permission to baptize your baby. 

Attendance at a Baptism Preparation Program is mandatory before a baptism may be scheduled. Parents need to participate in the program only once, not for every child they have baptized. The Program is held six times a year, every other month on the second Thursday at 7:00 p.m. in the Rectory Conference Room. After completing the Baptism Preparation Program, the baby’s baptism may be scheduled. Registration is required; please call the rectory office to sign up for the class.
Baptism Preparation Program – 2012 Dates

Jan. 12th – March 6th – May 10th – July 12th – Sept. 13th – Nov. 8th
*Please note: the class in March is not on the second Thursday. 

Baptisms are held every Sunday at 1:00 p.m., except during Lent. There is a limit of four baptisms per Sunday. Slots are filled by a “first come, first serve basis”. Once a Sunday slot is filled with four baptisms, that particular Sunday will be closed. 

Older Children

Contact the rectory office (431-1802) for information about baptism for grade-school children.
Adult Baptisms

We welcome people of all ages into our community. The process of welcoming adults into the Church is known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Please contact Bob Gerth (431-1802) for information.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Sacrament of Baptism:  With all of the Sacraments of our Faith, it is of utmost importance to understand them as they relate to the community of faith, the Church.  None of the Sacraments–including Baptism--are rituals that just “stand by themselves”. Baptism is a ritual that initiates one into the church.  Hence, the meaning of Baptism, as with all Sacraments, is found in what it means to be a member of the Church.  Baptism is not a spiritual or religious thing to do simply because a child has been born, as momentous a spiritual and religious event as that maybe.  Baptism is not a ritual whose main purpose is to affirm the goodness of a person (baby) in God’s sight.  The act of Creation itself would seem to provide all the affirmation we need of a person’s desirability in the sight of God.  

Baptism formally connects a person with a community of faith, with the “Body of Christ”, with the Church.  When understood fully, Baptism commits the community/church to the welfare of the person being baptized, and commits the person being baptized to the welfare of the community/church.  If we are a church whose faith and life are truly centered on Christ, then becoming a member of such a community and being exposed to the good faith, good example and good will of such a community could be extremely important in the life of the one newly Baptized.

